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from France; and she has interacted with 
individuals from other areas of the globe.

On August 1, this Wauconda, Ill., native will 
move to Alamosa, Colo., to start a one-
year, full-time position with AmeriCorps. As 
volunteer coordinator, Alyssa will plan events 
for service groups coming to the area. 

Plans for her life after this assignment, 
however, have changed considerably. From 
the time she was in junior high, Alyssa 
dreamed of becoming a psychologist. 
However, “from this experience (at the 
Lantern Center),” she says, “I’ve realized 
how much I enjoy teaching English.”  Her 
aspiration now is to join the Peace Corps, 
specifically a program that combines field 
work with a master’s degree in teaching 
English as a second language. Her affiliation 
with the Lantern Center has made Alyssa 
aware that psychology was an interest, but her 
true passion is for teaching second (or third or 
more) language learners.

Presentation Lantern staff and tutors are 
honored to be agents of change in the lives 
of center visitors. Most of these volunteers 
would readily claim, however, that it is their 
own lives that are changed, enriched beyond 
words in any language.

“If you can’t 
return a favor” 
states Louise 
Brown, “pass it 
on.” 

This spring 
several 
individuals 
offered the gift 
of service to the 

center: two groups from Loras College, 
a group Clarke University and one from 
Eide Bailly,  part of Dubuque Days of 
Caring. Some raked leaves and swept 
out the basement and garage. Others 
worked inside to dust, vacuum and do 
other cleaning jobs. These volunteers 
tackled many tasks that we often don’t 
have time to do ourselves. What a 
wonderful gift!

Spring was also a time to say goodbye 
to several of our college tutors from 
the University of Wisconsin Platteville, 
Loras College and Clarke University.  
Each semester new students come as 
volunteer tutors. It is a good experience 
especially for future teachers.

Several volunteer tutors come all year, 
retired teachers, including several 
sisters, and many good neighbors. 
Together they provide hundreds of hours 
of service each year. Many of these 
volunteers come more than once a week 
and have been doing so for years. Their 
teaching and life-experiences make 
them not only wonderful guides but 
also treasured friends to our English 
language learners.  

All our volunteers pass on gifts that they 
have received throughout their lives. 
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by Sr. Corine Murray, PBVM, Executive Director

“I’ve realized 
how much I 
enjoy teaching 
English.”        
Alyssa Micek                                              

The process of learning English can be 
described as “finding one’s voice,” says 
Presentation Lantern Center Executive 
Director Sr. Corine Murray. For recent Loras 
graduate Alyssa Micek, working as an 
AmeriCorps volunteer at the Lantern Center 
has helped her discover something equally 
precious: what she wants to do with her life.

Students from several area colleges and 
universities volunteer at the center, some 
to assist with daylong cleaning projects, 
some to experience diversity and many for 
practical education or language experience. 

Alyssa joined AmeriCorps two years ago and, 
after spending one year at the Girls and 
Boys Club of Greater Dubuque, she chose to 
offer her services at the Lantern Center. With 
double majors in sociology and psychology 
and a minor in Spanish, she was eager to 
diversify her experiences, to become better 
acquainted with the Dubuque community 
and to understand the city’s demographics. 

“There’s great diversity in Dubuque. If not for 
AmeriCorps, I would have been unaware of 
this.” She speaks from experience, as during 
her year at Presentation Lantern, Alyssa has 
tutored Carlos from Mexico, Filadelfo from 
Guatemala, Ying from China and Marion 

Volunteer Discovers Passion for teaching
by Mary Jean Gregory

Left to Right: Marion (France) and tutor Alyssa Micek learn about each other’s 
cultures while studying English together.



Left to Right: TOP LEFT, Clarke 
University students and chaplain 
Fr. Dick Ament bring helping 
hands on a Saturday morning. TOP 
RIGHT,  Friends from the Dubuque 
Days of Caring spruce up the front 
yard. BOTTOM LEFT, Loras College 
students gather old brush from the 
yard. BOTTOM RIGHT, Loras College 
students make the center shine.

Photo gallery 
life at the 
center
Many hands make light work at 
Presentation Lantern Center.

Teaching and learning are inter-
changeable at Presentation Lantern 
Center. On Monday mornings eight women 
gather to learn crocheting and more.

“While we crochet we visit. We learn while 
we practice,” says tutor Kay Kelley. “We 
are more like a group of women who have 
been friends forever.”  

It’s about relationships as each woman 
in the group shares her life experiences, 
her gifts and her talents. “We’re no longer 
tutors and students; we are learning so 
much from each other,” states visitor 
Behira (Bosnia), who is one of the crochet 
instructors. 

“There are no boundaries in this group; 
we are all one country, enjoying the 
companionship of one another,” declares 
tutor Dianne Harris. 

Left to Right: TOP LEFT, Olga, Reem and Kaoutar. TOP RIGHT, Behira and Dianne 
Harris. BOTTOM LEFT, Aruna and Kay Kelley. BOTTOM RIGHT, Kaoutar, Olga and 
Elaine Hunt.                                            

by Sr. Beth Kress, PBVM

Monday crochet group happy in Stitches

1584 White Street
Dubuque, Iowa 52001

The Presentation Lantern Center is 
a drop-in center offering hospitality, 
educational opportunities and 
advocacy to women and their 
children who are striving to better 
their lives. Sponsored by the Sisters 
of the Presentation, Dubuque, 
Iowa, the center is a non-profit 
organization.
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We welcome your support and 
prayers. Your generosity touches many 
lives and hearts from around the 
world. 

WISH LIST: Computer software for 
English language learners, tea and 
coffee, small paper plates, napkins, 
Hy-Vee gift cards for snacks and 
boxes of tissues are ongoing needs.

Please make checks payable to 
Presentation Lantern Center.

Visit us/Like us at 
www.presentationlanterndbq.org
www.facebook.com/PresentationLanterDubuque

“Crotcheting is like a universal language for us,” 
remarks tutor Elaine Hunt.

Hospitality abounds in this group, a great example 
of learning through conversation, laughter and story 
telling. The group started when Kay brought an afghan 
that she had made for her nephew. Several women 
expressed a desire to learn to crochet.  Then Olga 
(Russia) and Behira (Bosnia) — who also knew how 
to crochet — added their talents to the circle and the 
lessons began. 

Tutors Dianne and Elaine and visitor Aruna (India) 
agree that they appreciate being learners of a new 
craft while participating in a great social experience.                   

“I like learning to crochet and I like being with the 
other women,” remarks Reem (Sudan). 

As a beautician in Morocco, Kaoutar made her 
clients’ hair beautiful. “I like to work with my hands.” 
she says. “Crocheting is a new experience where I can 
learn from each of our teachers.”

As one of the instructors Olga enjoys the teaching 
role. “There is a special energy in the group and 
I get the opportunity to improve my English,” she 
comments. 

Samples of basic stitches and projects, several books 
and crochet hooks are the teaching aids. Lots of 
yarn donated by Presentation Sisters completes the 
supplies. Add laughter, relaxation and conversation 
and it becomes a rich experience.

“This group recognizes the gifts of those coming to 
the center to learn English,” states Sr. Corine. “It is 
exciting to see the reversal of roles between tutors 
and visitors.” 

Afghans, pot holders, cell phone pouches, scarves, 
doilies, baby booties – there is no limit to the items 
this group will make in the days ahead. One thing for 
sure, they all know that they have lasting friendships 
and respect for each others cultures.


