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“The small things matter, the feeling that one is 
welcomed is priceless.” This simple sentiment 
is perhaps the deepest expression of need for 
any person who faces a new country, a new 
language and a new culture. 

At Presentation Lantern Center, welcome is 
expressed through many voices. The reflection 
of hospitality is seen on many faces. Under the 
leadership of Executive Director Sister Corine 
Murray many people partner in this ministry of 
welcome. 

When the Presentation Sisters gathered for 
their annual meeting in 1997, they wanted to 
carry out the dream of their 18th century Irish 
foundress, Honora “Nano” Nagle, by serving 
and empowering women and children in yet 
another way. 

After two years of research and discernment 
the Sisters moved the vision to the concrete 
action of opening a “place of hospitality” 
that would reflect their strong involvement in 
education in the Midwest for over 100 years. 
In 2001, they appointed Sister Corine to head 
the project.

Sister Corine responded to the invitation of her 
community to put a focus on a Presentation- 
sponsored ministry to women and children in 
Dubuque, Iowa.

She walked the lanes and carried Nano’s 
lantern of hope and compassion to 
identify what became the mission of the 
center. Presentation Lantern exists  to offer 
“hospitality, educational opportunities and 
advocacy to women and their children who are 
striving to better their lives.” 

With the help of Presentation sisters and 
associates, board members, other women 
religious, parishes, area businesses and 
friends, Sister Corine opened the center on 
November 13, 2002.  She shares how she 
connects hospitality and education at Lantern 
Center to the dream of Nano Nagle.

“Throughout U.S. history, immigrants to this 
country have faced incredible challenges, 
especially if they did not know English,” Corine 
states. “In my youth when I first learned 
about slavery and other affronts to human 
dignity, I questioned: ‘why didn’t somebody do 
something?’ “ 

She credits her later study of history and of 
the social justice teachings of the Catholic 
Church as instrumental in shaping her passion 
for justice. “When my religious community 
envisioned what is now the Lantern Center, I 
told myself, ‘Corine, here is a situation and you 
can do something.’”

Continues on page 2

Sister Corine Lights the Lamp of Hospitality  
by Sr. Beth Kress, PBVM

When Nora and 
her family came 
from Mexico two 
years ago, the 
Lantern Center 
warmly welcomed 
her. Following are 
excerpts of her 
tearful farewell 

offered in June when her husband’s time 
with John Deere Dubuque ended.

Once someone asked me: ”What is 
Presentation Lantern Center?” I said: 
“It’s a place where you feel like you are 
home, where you’re not afraid to express 
yourself … Lantern Center is a family 
that works together helping each other to 
learn new customs, other ways of life, the 
importance of learning a language. …” 
              
Thank you, Sister Corine, for always trying 
to help. ... Thank you, Sister Kevin… 
you almost always had the answers for 
my questions. ... Thank you, Sandy  … 
you were always around giving me wise 
advice. ... Thank you, Helen, for making 
those delicious treats for break time 
and for organizing all the schedules and 
getting new tutors.

Thank you, Gaby, for showing me that 
when you want something you can get it, 
there’s nothing impossible, we only have 
to believe in ourselves. ... 

Thank you to all the tutors for giving 
us your time, your knowledge, your 
experience. ... Thank you to all the 
visitors ... Sharing with you has helped 
me to remember optimism, hope, 
friendship, care, courage, kindness, many 
values ...  

God bless you,  Nora

Lantern center 
Welcome 

Sr. Corine walked the lanes and 
carried Nano’s lantern of hope 
and compassion to identify 
what became the mission of 
the center.

Sister Corine and Carolina enjoy a book together and 
share a special friendship.



1501 Jackson Street, Suite B
Dubuque, Iowa 52001
563.557-7134 
lanterncenter@aol.com

Presentation Lantern Center is a 
drop-in center offering hospitality, 
educational opportunities and 
advocacy to women and their 
children who are striving to 
better their lives. Sponsored by 
the Sisters of the Presentation, 
Dubuque, Iowa, the center is a 
non-profit organization.

HOURS
Monday, Wednesday, Friday
10:00 AM - 3:00 PM

Tuesday, Thursday
1:00 PM - 7:00 PM

Contact us at
563.557.7134
lanterncenter@aol.com
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We welcome your support and 
prayers. Your generosity touches 
many lives and hearts from 
around the world. Please make 
checks payable to Presentation 
Lantern Center.

Left to Right: TOP LEFT: Lishbet (Mexico) and 
her children Charlie, Emilie and Haley, proudly 
show Lisbhet’s citizenship certificate.  TOP 
RIGHT: Damian ( Mexico) and Sr. Carla share 
stories. BOTTOM LEFT: James and Leticia 
(Philippines) enjoy the food and fun at the Sep-
tember potluck. BOTTOM RIGHT: Joyce brings a 
birthday cake for Robert (China). 

photo gaLLery 
Life at the 
center
“Celebration” is a word that is 
lived daily at  Presentation Lantern 
Center. From break time between 
studies, to birthdays, to internation-
al potlucks, to rejoicing that a friend 
has been granted U.S. citizenship, 
visitors, tutors, families --  all are 
joined in the common language of 
sharing food and friendship.

SISter corIne contInUeD 

“I’ve also had a desire to be there for the ‘newest kid 
on the block,’” she comments. The Lantern mission of 
hospitality permeates all that Sister Corine and the 
staff and volunteers do.

Growing up in a large Irish Catholic family in 
Epworth, Iowa, Corine learned how to share and 
how to participate, both qualities needed as she led 
the earliest efforts to ready the center for visitors. 
“From my parents and eight siblings, I learned the 
importance of welcoming and serving.”

Skills developed as a teacher and pastoral minister 
for over 25 years served Corine as she located the 
site, set up the center, gathered the volunteers and 
welcomed newcomers to the center at 1501 Jackson 
Street in downtown Dubuque. 

Since the opening of Presentation Lantern Center 
in 2002, nearly 500 volunteers have joined Corine 
and her staff to welcome over 600 persons from five 
continents and 38 countries. Partners in this ministry 
include:  volunteer tutors, cooking instructors, 
companions for children, board of trustees, patrons 
and many more friends.

“Sister Corine is the energizer bunny. She is 
ubiquitous,” remarks volunteer DJ Ruden.

Corine’s keen sense of being a “culture broker” and 
inviting others to do the same help volunteers build 
relationships and make connections.

“She is enthusiastic, positive and accepts big 
challenges,” states visitor Gaby Nesler.

As Presentation Lantern Center begins its eighth year, 
the Presentation Sisters continue to collaborate with 
Sister Corine, the board of trustees, the volunteers, 
and all who support its mission. 

“We are so inspired by Corine’s enthusiasm, 
compassion, hard work and ability to invite so many 
into the mission of the center,” comments board 
chair, Mary Jean Gregory. The board of trustees works 
to enlarge the base of those who participate in the 
mission of the center. A five-year plan will carry the 
vision and mission into the future.

When a new person in the neighborhood comes to 
Presentation Lantern, Sister Corine Murray is there to 
extend a welcoming hand and to introduce the visitor 
to a community of warm hearts.

Sister Corine and Jeanne Kress serve punch during the September 
potluck and carry out the mission of sharing cultures..


