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In 1999 Sister James Marie Gross, PBVM, 
was in her last year of 34 years teaching 
math and math education at Clarke College in 
Dubuque. In 2002 sister eagerly volunteered 
to tutor at Presentation Lantern. She has met 
and worked with visitors from many countries 
and, with each visitor, has learned much 
about their various cultures.

This September, Sister James Marie began 
Thursday afternoon sessions with Michiko 
(Japan) only to learn that Michiko’s daughter 
Sai was once a student in her statistics 
class at Clarke. Sai’s husband, Andy Bellings, 
worked with Sister James Marie at Clarke. 
Sai and Andy have two children, Ami and 
Apollo, and they all are enjoying Grandmother 
Michiko’s visit.

“This time Michiko has come to the United 
States to visit Sai and family for a longer stay,” 
states Sister James Marie. “She is working 
very hard to learn more English so that she 

can get to know her grandchildren better.” 
Vocabulary is a big focus of their study time.

The intricacies of language and culture are 
part of the shared learning. On Tuesday 
afternoons, Diane Baumgartner, a Clarke 
University student from Guttenberg, Iowa, 
comes to the center to tutor Michiko.

“I’m learning so much about Japanese 
culture,” says Diane. “Sometimes we work 
in books, but I also bring my laptop and we 
discuss photos from Japan and America that I 
find on the internet. We’re learning together.”

As they talk about their experiences Michiko 
practices conversation and the learning 
is mutual. “Wedding pictures gave us the 
opportunity to talk about clothes, costumes 
and customs,” comments Diane. 

Many Americans associate the kimono with 
Japanese dress.  “Sometimes in Japan a
Continued on Page 2

Planting Seeds of Understanding, 
Seeds of Knowledge, Seeds of Friendship 
by Sr. Beth Kress, PBVM 

“In the seeds of 
an apple there is 
an orchard.” This 
anonymous quote is 
on a calendar that 
hangs in my office. 
When I look at it, 
I think about the 

visitors who have come to the center 
and have improved their English skills, 
discovered friends and passed the 
citizenship test.

Tutors often share that they learn so 
much from the visitors with whom they 
work. For tutors and visitors alike, every 
day is a learning day. 

Recently a tutor was working on a story 
about the pyramids. The person she was 
working with was from Egypt and had 
actually visited the site.

It was good to see two former visitors 
from Taiwan who made a surprise visit 
to the center. They were traveling in the 
United States on their honeymoon. 

The seeds of friendship that develop 
between visitors and their tutors open 
each to new realities. Like the seeds 
of an apple that carry great potential, 
these friendships change lives.

I thank all of you who generously 
support the center by either directly 
or indirectly touching the lives of our 
visitors.  With a grateful heart, I wish 
each of you a blessed Thanksgiving.

Lantern center 
Welcome 
by Sr. Corine Murray, PBVM, Executive Director

Left to right, tutor Diane Baumgartner, visitor Michiko (Japan) and tutor Sister James Marie work to help Michiko with her 
goal of learning  more English so that she can communicate better with her grandchildren who live in Dubuque.
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Presentation Lantern Center is a 
drop-in center offering hospitality, 
educational opportunities and 
advocacy to women and their 
children who are striving to 
better their lives. Sponsored by 
the Sisters of the Presentation, 
Dubuque, Iowa, the center is a 
non-profit organization.
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10:00 AM - 3:00 PM

Tuesday, Thursday
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We welcome your support and 
prayers. Your generosity touches 
many lives and hearts from 
around the world. Should you wish 
to help us with a gift, please make 
checks payable to Presentation 
Lantern Center.

TOP LEFT,  left to right, Clarke University 
students Mollie Calven, Emily Jutting 
and Anne Slaney help shine up the 
center. TOP RIGHT, Sedina (Bosnia)
introduces her new baby boy to friends 
at the center. BOTTOM LEFT, Roxana 
(Mexico) proudly displays her certificate 
of United States citizenship, which she 
earned this summer. BOTTOM RIGHT, 
left, tutor Sandy Amberg plays a word 
game with children at a picnic in Eagle 
Point Park in October.

photo gaLLery 
Life at the 
center
Stories are shared when 
volunteers, visitors and tutors 
learn about each other’s 
countries of origin, meet new 
family members and make new 
friends while studying English.

Planting seeds continued

FocUS oN ViSitorS 
Honeymooning in Dubuque

Presentation Lanter Center’s partnership with 
the University of Dubuque has introduced many 
new friends from Taiwan and the Republic of 
China. Recently, Jerry and Sibyl Wang chose 
to visit the United States for their honeymoon. 
They included a stop at Presentation Lantern 
Center, where they studied English.

Above, left to right: Former center students Jerry and Sibyl 
Wang point to their country of origin, Taiwan, while making a 
return visit to Dubuque and the Lantern Center. 

woman wears a white dress for her wedding as do 
American brides. Others wear the traditional kimono 
with head dress and change into three or four 
additional outfits during the reception,” comments 
Diane. “Such conversation helps us both learn more 
vocabulary.”

Differences in language can also be a source of 
humor for Diane and Michiko. “We start giggling at 
times, such as when trying to picture the meanings 
of words. In English, a bathroom can include a 
shower and a tub. In Japanese, the two are separate 
and the tub is used for the sole purpose of relaxing.”

For Sister James Marie, Michiko and Diane, all that 
they share when studying English together gives 
them more knowledge about each other’s countries 
of origin, a greater understanding of one another 
and lasting friendships.

DrA Grant Provides New copier

At left: Many friends support the mission of Presenta-
tion Lantern Center. Tutor Thelma Sbarra prepares a 
lesson and makes use of the new copy machine that 
was purchased with funds from the Dubuque Racing 
Association 2011 grant. 


