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Derek (China) is an MBA student at the 
University of Dubuque. “I have learned more 
about the English language. It has helped 
me with doing presentations and homework 
in my studies.”

Farhad and Maasoumeh (Iran) are a couple 
living in Dubuque. “We like it here. The 
Lantern Center helps us to learn English. We 
have good teachers. We like being with many 
people from different countries and making 
friends. Coming to the Lantern Center is a 
happy time.”

Sabahudin (Bosnia) and his wife have been 
in the U.S. for about six months. “For me, 
the Lantern Center means learning new 
things and making new friends. I would 
like to share the beauty of my country with 
others. I lived in a small town. Most people 
there are friendly.”

Asima (Bosnia) came to Dubuque in 1998. 
She has two sons and a daughter who work 
in Dubuque. “I like the Lantern Center where 
people have helped me with my English. My 
tutor is helping me with my autobiography.” 
Tutor Maxine Griep says the self-story is a 
great way to develop conversation.

Continued on page 2

When we count 
our blessings, we 
count you twice!

Inspired by 
our charism of 
hospitality, the 
Sisters of the 
Presentation initi-
ated this ministry 
of welcome in 

the Dubuque area with a primary focus 
on women and their children. During the 
summer of 2002, volunteers cleaned, 
washed windows, painted, installed addi-
tional electrical outlets and did anything 
else that was needed to be done in two 
large classrooms of the former St. Mary’s 
School. On November 13, 2002, we 
opened our doors to welcome the strang-
ers among us.

People came seeking help with English, 
the citizenship test, understanding the 
culture and finding friends. During these 
past ten years, hundreds of volunteer 
tutors have helped nearly a thousand 
newcomers. We celebrate friendships 
with people from five continents and 44 
different countries. In December 2010, 
we relocated to a beautiful and more 
spacious site, the former St. Mary’s Par-
ish Offices.

Throughout the years, friends and bene-
factors, including individuals, churches, 
schools, civic groups and businesses, 
have partnered with us in our ministry of 
welcome. The leadership of the Sisters 
of the Presentation and of the Lan-
tern Board of Trustees has guided our 
development and growth. For all of you 
who helped in any way, we count you as 
a blessing.

Lantern center 
Welcome 
by Sr. Corine Murray, PBVM, Executive Director

On November 13, 2012, Presentation 
Lantern Center celebrates 10 years of 
welcoming new immigrants among us. 
We share the thoughts and reflections of 
individuals who have come to our doors and 
journeyed to a new country.

Dora (Colombia), who came to the 
center 10 years ago, holds a degree in 
international business and has a graduate 
degree in economics. She had worked as 
an administrative manager in Colombia. 
Because she did not speak English she 
could not apply her professional skills for 
employment in the United States. “I went 
to the Lantern Center in hopes of learning 
a language but I got much more in what 
became a life changing experience. I found 
a light to guide my path in a new country. It 
is more than English at the center. It is also 
self-esteem and friendship.”

Xiaoling (China) is a mother of two children. 
In China, Xiaoling was a nurse. In the 
United States she became a certified 
nursing assistant. “The Lantern Center is a 
place where you can get help with English, 
make friends, work on your goals, study for 
the U.S. citizenship test and learn about 
community resources.”

Vistors Share in the Light of the Lantern

Dora, Colombia Xiaoling, China Derek, China Farhad and Maasoumeh, Iran

Sabahudin, Bosnia Asima, Bosnia Shana, Brazil Yukari, Japan

Interviews by Elaine Hunt



Visitors and Volunteers Share in the Light of the Lantern

New Life, New Friends, New Purpose

1584 White Street
Dubuque, Iowa 52001

Presentation Lantern Center is a 
drop-in center offering hospitality, 
educational opportunities and 
advocacy to women and their 
children who are striving to better 
their lives. Sponsored by the Sisters 
of the Presentation, Dubuque, 
Iowa, the center is a non-profit 
organization.

HOURS
Monday, Wednesday, Friday
10:00 AM - 3:00 PM

Tuesday, Thursday
1:00 PM - 7:00 PM

Contact us at
563.557.7134
lanterncenter@aol.com

BOaRd Of TRUSTeeS
Mary Jean Gregory
President

Sr. Marilyn Breen, PBVM
Vice-President

Frank Dunn
Treasurer

Sr. Hermann Platt, PBVM
Secretary

Sr. Rita Cameron, PBVM
Kevin Deeny
Sr. Sheila Ann Dougherty, PBVM
Sr. Beth Kress, PBVM
Sr. Irma Ries, PBVM
Dora Serna
Carol Walsh

We welcome your support and 
prayers. Your generosity touches many 
lives and hearts from around the 
world. 

WISH LIST: Computer software for 
English language learners, tea and 
coffee, small paper plates, napkins, 
Hy-Vee gift cards for snacks and 
boxes of tissues are ongoing needs.

Please make checks payable to 
Presentation Lantern Center.

Visit us/Like us at 
www.presentationlanterndbq.org
www.facebook.com/PresentationLanterDubuque
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Visitors, Volunteers, 
Board of Trustees, 
Friends and Benefactors, 
Sisters of the Presentation 
and Associates

Top, Left, Sandy Amberg, a 
tutor for seven years, works with 
Cecelia (Mexico). Sandy says: 
“Volunteering at the Lantern 
Center has changed my vision of 
the world. I have become more 
open to and aware of problems 
people face in the world. I’m 
doing some things to help.” 

Bottom, Left, Maxine Griep, a 
tutor for four years, is helping 
Asima (Bosnia) with English. 
“I have enjoyed the variety of 
personalities and talents of our 
visitors and I am edified at the 
generosity of the tutors,” she 
states. 

Shana (Brazil): “The Lantern Center was a good 
place for me to learn English with individualized 
instruction and have a break time to meet and 
interact with people from other countries. The 
volunteer tutors are members of the community. 
I have no words to describe how thankful I am to 
have met these people who make this place so 
nice!”

Yukari (Japan):  “Congratulations on the ten-year 
anniversary! The Lantern Center is a wonderful 
place to  me! If I didn’t go there, my American 
life might have changed. I made many friends 
and great memories. And, I learned English there. 
I really appreciate that!”

Sr. René Laubenthal (tutor): “I have been 
volunteering at the Lantern Center for about nine 
years. Each person I have tutored has been so 
grateful for the opportunity to learn English and 
it has been a humbling experience to share my 
teaching skills on their behalf.”

Catherine Basten (tutor) has enjoyed meeting 
students and adults from around the world and 
learning about their languages and cultures. “I 
am always curious to find out why they chose to 
settle in Dubuque, Iowa! It’s such an enriching 
experience to share language and culture.” 

Joe Featherston (tutor): “As I stretch myself 
in this new experience and as my student is 

Shining a Light        
in the Hearts                    
of Immigrants

Sr. René Laubenthal

so patient with me, I learn that this is more 
than about studying grammar; it is about the 
relationship we share. I can do my part to help 
international relations. I’m also learning a lot 
about many countries without traveling .”
Janet Rhomberg (friend and benefactor):  
“I appreciate the many struggles of new 
immigrants and I am grateful that I can support 
their efforts at the center.”

Deacon Frank Dunn (board member): “Being 
a board member since 2002 has been truly 
inspiring. So many wonderful volunteers reach 
out to assist visitors who have lived through very 
difficult situations. Now the visitors have tools of 
language, more confidence and information to 
help themselves and to pass on to their families 
and communities. This is an experience of 
witnessing God’s love touching many lives.”

During the past ten years, hundreds of 
volunteer tutors have helped nearly a thousand 
newcomers from around the world. Friends 
and benefactors have partnered with us in 
our mission to offer hospitality, educational 
opportunities and advocacy to those who came 
to our door. 

When we open our door, we are gifted with new 
friends. When we count our blessings, we count 
you twice!

Catherine Basten Joe Featherston Janet Rhomberg Frank Dunn


