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“A pessimist sees the difficulty in every 
opportunity,” states Winston Churchill; 

“an optimist 
sees the 
opportunity in 
every difficulty.”  
The center 
has welcomed 
people from 
fifty-five 
countries 
including:  
Ethiopia, China, 

Ukraine, Nigeria, Honduras, South 
Korea, Sudan and Mexico. They are 
all optimists and they come to the 
center to develop and strengthen their 
English language skills.

Five of our students are at some stage 
of preparation to become citizens. A 
few individuals are waiting to fulfill the 
residence requirement. Meanwhile, like 
those who have completed all of their 
requirements, they are very focused on 
learning the answers to the hundred 
questions they must study for the 
citizenship test. To date, sixty-three 
people have passed the test. Several 
who completed the naturalization 
process recently will be voting for the 
very first time in November and they 
are excited to do this.

Know that we are very grateful for your 
support and count you among our 
blessings. Your generosity is changing 
lives in direct and significant ways .

In the coming New Year may our 
deep desire for peace in the world 
fill our hearts and inform our actions.

Lantern center 

Welcome 
by Corine Murray, PBVM, Executive Director

‘Nuns on the Bus’ Visits Presentation Lantern Center
On September 19, approximately 100 
Catholic sisters and friends from the
tri-state area gathered in the courtyard of 
the former Dubuque CARADCO Building, 
located in the Historic Millwork District, to 
hear Sr. Simone Campbell, SSS, and her 
Nuns on the Bus team address the press. 
Campbell and various regional teams have 
been traveling on a bus to ten states to 
mobilize “We the People, We the Voters!” 
for the 2014 mid-term election.

“Strong voter turnout overpowers the 
influence of big money in politics,” 
reiterates Campbell as she carries 
out site visits and  “Town Hall for the 
100%”gatherings.

Dora Serna, teacher aide at Our Lady of 
Guadalupe School and site 
supervisor at the Muliticultural Family 
Center in Dubuque, also spoke. She told 
her story of making friends and receiving 
support and English language tutoring at 
the Lantern Center. (See story, page two.)
 
After the press conference, Mary Gronen, 
Vice-President of Gronen Properties con-
ducted a tour of the Schmid 

Innovation Center and CARADCO Lofts. The 
Lantern Center, a member of the  Millwork 
Collective, is located in this building with 
other non-profits.

Following the tour, Catholic sisters from 
the area were invited to a reception with 
the Nuns on the Bus team at the
Presentation Lantern Center.

The team traveling with Sr. Simone 
included Iowans: Humility Srs. Elaine 
Claire and Jeanie Hagerdorn, Mercy 
Sr. Kathy Thornton, BVM Srs. Mary Mc-
Cauley and Marge Clark, Presentation Sr. 
Richelle Friedman, Dubuque Franciscan 
Srs. Marge Staudt and Gwen Hennessey.

Top, left to right: Sr. Simone Campbell, Dora Serna and Sr. Corine Murray, PBVM. Bottom left: Sr. 
Simone urges folks in Dubuque to VOTE. Bottom right: Sr. Suzanne Gallagher, PBVM, “signs the bus.”



 

Shining Lantern LightS 
Language, Customs and More Stretch Students and Tutors

Speaking to many persons gathered at the 
press conference for the Nuns on the Bus 
visit to Dubuque, September 19, Dora Serna 
shared how Presentation Lantern Center has 
been a light in her life since coming to the 
United States from Colombia 12 years ago.

“I found good friends ... and a reason to be 
happy, and I succeeded again,” she stated. “I 
was a stranger, an immigrant with a language 
and cultural barrier and you welcomed me 
with open arms and warm hearts. You made 
me feel like a new person.”

Dora explained that when she 
first went to the Lantern Center 
she had “hopes of learning 
a language” but got much 
more in what became “a life-
changing experience.” 

During this process one confronts obstacles, 
fears and emptiness for the family and friends 
left behind.” There was much new learning and 
much adapting in a new culture, she said. “I 
found a light to guide my path in a new life.”  

Like Dora, 62 other individuals have worked 
hard at the Lantern Center to learn about their 
new country, to speak English and to become 
knowledgeable about the responsibilities of 
citizenship. Fulfilling their American dreams also 
means paying it forward and being contributing 

members of U.S. 
society.

They are proud 
to become 
United States 
citizens. Some 
will experience a 
new and precious 

privilege this 
November .

“I am a voter!’ 
declares Dora.

New Citizens Receive and Carry forward the Lantern Light 

900 Jackson Street
Suite LL5-1
Dubuque, Iowa 52001
563-557-7134 
lanterncenter@aol.com

Presentation Lantern Center 
offers hospitality, educational 
opportunities and advocacy to 
adult immigrants, especially 
women, who are striving to 
better their lives. Sponsored by 
the Sisters of the Presentation, 
Dubuque, Iowa, the center is a 
non-profit organization.

HOURS
Monday, Wednesday, Friday
10:00 AM - 3:00 PM

Tuesday, Thursday
1:00 PM - 7:00 PM

Contact us at
563.557.7134
lanterncenter@aol.com
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We welcome your support and 
prayers. Your generosity touches 
many lives and hearts from 
around the world. 

Please make checks payable to 
Presentation Lantern Center.

Visit us at 
www.presentationlanterndbq.org
Like us at
www.facebook.com/PresentationLantern 

Dubuque, IA

Top, left to right: Jane Buse 
and Sr. Sharon Kelchen, 
PBVM, meet at the Nuns on 
the Bus reception, Sept. 19. 

Top, right, left to right, 
Tutor Eric Willhite of the 
University of Wisconsin-
Platteville, and student 
Steven (China) share stories.

Making new friends, 
connecting with the 
old, studying a new 
language, telling 
stories, sharing recipes 
and more make a 
veritable international 
feast at the Lantern 
Center.

Clockwise, top to 
bottom are new 
U.S. citizens in the 
past year: Cecilia, 
Jorge, Argaw. Dora 
Serna and Luis 
Rojas.

Bottom right, left, left to right: Sun (China) and tutor Jerry Welch enjoy a 
moment of laughter.

Bottom, left, left to right: Pauline (China) and tutor Jenny McLean, 
University of Wisconsin-Platteville take a short break from practicing 
English pronunciation.


